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SECTION 1 (10 marks)

You are advised to spend 15 minutes on this section.

Exercise 1: Radical and stroke order skills

1 (a) Identify the radical in the following three characters.

 Example:

 Character:  Radical: 

  (i) Character:  Radical:  ....................  [1]

  (ii) Character:  Radical:  ....................  [1]

  (iii) Character:  Radical:  ....................  [1]

 (b) Demonstrate the stroke order for the characters by completing them stroke by stroke.

 Example:

 

  (i)  [1]

  (ii)  [1]

  (iii)  [1]

 [6 marks]
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Exercise 2: Use of grammar markers, aspect markers and measure words

2 Read the following passage and fill in the blanks (a)–(d) by choosing from the list of alternatives, 
(i)–(viii), below. The passage is about a ramshackle, temporary bridge on the way to school.

  (a).........

(b).........

(c).........

(d).........

 (i) 

 (ii) 

 (iii) 

 (iv) 

 (v) 

 (vi) 

 (vii) 

 (viii) 

 [4 marks]
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SECTION 2: LETTER WRITING (20 marks)

You are advised to spend 30 minutes on this section.

3 You have heard that there will be a summer camp in Qingdao ( ), China, next year.

 Write a letter in Chinese to find out more about this camp.

 You must incorporate the following points in your letter:

 (i) how you found out about the camp;

 (ii) why you would like to attend the camp;

 (iii) what activities you would like to take part in; and

 (iv) ask one question about the food at the camp.

 You should begin and end the letter in an appropriate formal register. You should write 
between 80 and 100 characters.

 Your letter will be marked out of 20, with 15 marks for accuracy of language and 5 marks 
for communication of required elements.
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SECTION 3: OPINION ESSAY (30 marks)

You are advised to spend 1 hour 15 minutes on this section.

4 Write an essay in Chinese on ONE of the following six questions.

 You should write between 175 and 225 characters.

 Your essay will be marked out of 30, with 20 marks for accuracy and linguistic range and 10 marks 
for development and organisation of ideas.

 (a)  – Family

  

  Traditionally, Chinese families prefer boys to girls. Please discuss.

 (b)  – Young people

  

  The life of young people today is better than that of the previous generation. Please discuss.

 (c)  – Education

  

  If you have not been to a good secondary school, then there is no hope of getting into a good 
university. Is this the case? Please discuss.

 (d)  – Tourism

  

  It is more fun going on holiday with one’s friends than with family. Do you agree? Why?/Why 
not?

 (e)  – Urban and rural life

  

  If you live in a city long enough, then you are bound to yearn to move to the countryside. Is 
this the case? Please discuss.

 (f)  – The environment

  

  The state of our environment is deteriorating. Do you agree? Why?/Why not?



7

9778/03/SP/20© UCLES 2018 [Turn over



8

9778/03/SP/20© UCLES 2018

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of 
Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which itself is a department of the University of Cambridge.


